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What makes a repository? 

 

Preservation ς ensuring a safe environment for the 
materials deposited 

 

Conservation ς monitoring and caring for the 
objects 

 

Context ς organizing and documenting the objects 

 



So, what about a digital repository? 

 

Preservation ς ensuring that the information 
entered and provided is stored, managed, and 
ǳǎŀōƭŜ ƛƴ млл ȅŜŀǊǎΧ 

 

Conservation ς testing files regularly and converting 
them as necessary to be readable and accessible.  



So, what about a digital repository? 

Context ς Like physical collections, digital collections 
ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜ ƳŜǘŀŘŀǘŀΦ  ²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ άƳƛƴƛƳǳƳέ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ 
required to properly read and use a file? 

 

Access ς Repositories often work under two models: 
άŘŀǊƪέ ŀƴŘ άƻǇŜƴΦέ  

 

Identity ς All materials stored in the repository should 
be uniquely identifiable. 



Basic Repository Workflow 
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Most of a repository is below the surfaceé 
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But, itõs not just softwareé 

Probably the most important thing to understand about 
ŀ ŘƛƎƛǘŀƭ ǊŜǇƻǎƛǘƻǊȅ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ǎƻŦǘǿŀǊŜΧ 

 

Digital Repositories require: 

ïOrganizational commitment  

ïMonitoring 

ïFinancial Support 

ïLong term Planning 

ïInfrastructure 



Technical Challengesé 

ÅDeveloping and maintaining relationships 
between files 
 
ÅValidating files 

 
ÅDealing with proprietary formats 

 
ÅMigration 

 
ÅSecurity 

 



Social Challenges 

ÅIntegrating into the scholarly or professional 
workflow (or getting users to contribute) 

 

ÅaŀƪƛƴƎ ƳŜǘŀŘŀǘŀ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ΨǘƘƛƴ ŀƛǊΩΚ (or getting 
users to provide metadata) 

 

ÅCopyright 

 

 



Why create tDAR? 

Digital Data are not accessibleτ 
ïStandard archaeological work flows do not move 

digital data into trusted repositories. 
ïFew institutions provide digital curation (access and 

preservation). 
ïMedia on which data reside are treated as artifacts. 

 
Digital Data are fragile and are not preservedτ 
ïmedia degradation 
ïsoftware obsolescence 
ïloss of information about the data (metadata)  



Whatõs Special About tDAR? 

ÅBuilt around archaeological metadata for 
cataloging and discovery 
 
ÅProtects site-security and limits access, if 

necessary 
 
ÅSupports commonly used file types in our field 

 
ÅEnables the integration of disparate datasets 

within the tool 
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